HIRRAKEE 


March 1999 Vol.20 No. 2 


Registered by Australia Post. Publication No. VBH4462 


MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF THE BENDIGO 
FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 


Bendigo Field Naturalists Club Inc. 
Address for correspondence: PO Box 396, Bendigo 3552 


Office ‘Bearers for 1998 - 1999 ‘ 
President Jane Cleary 24 Goynes Road, Epsom 5448 4396 


Senior Vice President Rod Orr 2 Cockerel Court, Bendigo 5443 5668 
Junior Vice President Barbara Chmielewska Melaleuca Ave, Longlea 5439 3075 
Secretary Anne Bridley 39 Cootamundra Place, Junortoun 5449 3479 
Assistant Secretary not filled yet 
Treasurer Glenise Moors Mandurang South Rd. Sedgwick 5439 6254 
Membership Officer Kate Lottkowitz 80 Piccaninny Rd, RSD Strathfieldsaye 5439 3157 
Excursion organiser Marc Bellette 
Syllabus organiser Bill Holsworth 13 Nabilla Crs, Bendigo 5443 4063 
Librarian Diana Collier 31 Milroy Street, Bendigo 5443 0137 
Whirrakee contacts Tom Burton Tannery Lane, Mandurang 5439 3028 
Sabine Wilkens 82 Somerville Street, Bendigo 5443 2797 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those interested in Natural 
History. The subscription rates are: Single $30; Family $35; Concession: Single $25; Family 
$30. Whirrakee subscription only is $30. 


General meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month. The venue for General 
meetings is the Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, Old High Street, Golden Square. 
Meetings start at 7:30pm and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Committee meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month at 7:30pm. Members 
of the Committee are the Office Bearers listed above, together with the following members: 
D Collier; M Lewis; K Lottkowitz; S Pelczinski; J Shield; M Stone. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is the Golden Square Senior Citizens 
Building, unless otherwise specified. Full-day excursions normally commence at 10am 
(usually on a Sunday); half-day excursions normally commence at 2pm and may be either on a 
Saturday or Sunday. Full-day or half-day excursions are usually held on the weekend 
following the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times each year, usually coinciding 
with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The Bendigo Field Naturalists Club has 2 active sub-groups: 


Bird Observers Group: meets on the first Friday of the month, at 7:30pm. The venue for 
meetings is the Golden Square Senior Citizens Building. 

President: Anne Bridley 

Secretary: Jane Cleary 


Mammal Study Group: meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month at 7:30pm in the 
Golden Square Senior Citizens Building. 

Chairman: John Guley, 39 Cootamundra Place, Junortoun (5449 3479) 

Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Crs., Bendigo (5443 4063) 

Equipment Officer: Maurie Lewis (5442 7179) 

Vice Chairman: John Burtonclay, Fadersons Lane, Mandurang (5439 5710) 


Front Cover Photographer: Sabine Wilkens 


..and a very good time was had by all. A few members at last year’s Christmas meeting 
relaxing after dinner. Starting at the empty chair in the middle and going right: Tess and Tom 
Patullo, Bev Leeson, Lyn Hamilton, Carol Holsworth, Ian and Carol Fenselau, Bill Holsworth 
and Colin Cleary. The smaller picture shows Glenys Moors talking to Evelyn Leamon (of 
“Wildflowers of Bendigo” fame). 
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Whirrakee takes its name from the Whirrakee Wattle (Acacia williamsonii) which is virtually 


endemic to the Bendigo region 
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Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the information they use and also for any opinions 
expressed in their articles. 

Contributions will be included as soon as possible after they are received, although articles 
received more than one week after the monthly General Meeting will probably be too late for 
inclusion in the next issue of Whirrakee. 

Articles in Whirrakee may be reproduced, but permission should be obtained from the 
Bendigo Field Naturalists Club, and acknowledgment should be given to the author and the 
Club. Some back issues are still available on request. 


Editors’ Note 

This edition went to the printers one week late in the hope that some late contributions would fill it to 
the usual size of 15 pages. The delay did not help however, and as a result some events have passed, 
or have nearly passed, by the time you hold this in your hands — our sincere apologies for this. 

We have had no negative feedback on the new green look of the Whirrakee, so we shall continue 
with it. By the way, the two photos on the front cover in the last edition were reversed with respect 
to the accompanying text — I guess you all picked this up. It was a test. 


Keep Australia Beautiful — 
Rural City Pride Awards 


From the Bendigo Advertiser 23.2.99 (p.5) 
‘City Sweeps Awards’ 


part 4...” City of Greater Bendigo, with the Field 
Naturalists Club and the Bendigo Native Plant 
Group, was deemed the most environmentally 
conscious local government group for the 
development of Bendigo’s first indigenous 


wildflower garden.” 


BFNC are also involved in the ‘Adopt-a- 
Highway Scheme’ for which the city received a 


special commendation. 


The Committee and members of the Club are 
indebted to Stan and Barbara for the time and 
effort they have put in for the care of the new 


plantings in the garden. 


Thank you both very much / 


An Invitation 


Unfortunately this invitation may come too late 
for some members who will get their Whirrakee 
after this event. However, it was worth printing 
anyway, so you know you were invited to this!! 
(eds) 


ca 


His Worship the Mayor of the City of 
Greater Bendigo, 
Cr. Maurie Sharkey and Councillors, 
cordially invite 


Members of Bendigo Field 
Naturalists’ Club 


to attend the official opening of the 
O’Keefe Rail Trail — Mclvor Highway to the 
Midland Highway 


by 
The Hon. Marie Tehan, M.L.A. 


Minister for Conservation and Land Management 


The official opening will be held adjacent 
to Ascension College, Mclvor Highway, 
Junortoun 


on. 


Thursday 11 March, commencing at 
10.00am 
and will be followed by morning tea for 
official guests at the College. 


Parking will be available for guests at 
Ascension College 


R.S.V.P. Ann Mooney (5434 6370) 


From the Mailbag 
Author: Elaine Mathison 


Each month the club receives a number of 
newsletters and magazines: some _ by 
subscription and some in exchange for 
Whirrakee. These are available from the club 
library. 
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THE VICTORIAN NATURALIST(VFNC) 
Volume 115(6) December 1998 


Another centenary celebration, this time for 
Wilsons Promontory National Park. It 
includes the following articles: 
e The Wood and the Trees: Ferdinand von 
Mueller 
e An Early Overland Expedition to 
Wilsons Promontory 
e The Scientific Importance of the Prom 
e The Geology of Wilsons Promontory 
e The Vegetation of the National Park 
e Granite Outcrop Vegetation of the Park 
e Dieback at Wilsons Promontory 
e Fire History 
...€tc. 
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THE BIRD OBSERVER(BOCA) 
December 1998 


-Birds in home gardens: various reports 
-Fruiting trees for birds 

-Caravan Parks- the birdo's guide: help wanted 
-The Vanishing Plains-wanderer: reprint of an 
article by Crosbie Morrison 

-Common Redshank at French Island, Vic? 


January/February 1999 


-Katherine, Kakadu & Kununurra - warts and 
all 
-Eastern Macdonnell Ranges, NT 
-Avian Haven in Canberra: National Botanic 
Gardens 
-Yellow Wagtail at Werribee 
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HABITAT(ACF) 
December 1998 


"On the Brink: Australia's Threatened Species" 
is a special Habitat supplement which outlines 
the problems and suggests solutions to halt the 
loss of our biodiversity and species at risk. 


"The Challenge of Environmental Security" by 
Jonathon Curtis explains that a damaged 
environment has implications far beyond the 
ecological. This is being recognised already by 
military analysts and planners. 
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PARKS VICTORIA ANNUAL REPORT 
1997-98 


e Protecting and Enhancing the Environment 
e Understanding and Providing for our 
Visitors 
e Cultural Heritage 
e Bays and Waterways 
e Park Planning 
pete: 


RRKKKKK SK 


Also received recently: 


*Newsheet(Ballarat FNC) 
February 1999 

*Castlemaine Naturalist(CFNC) 
February 1999 

*Geelong Naturalist(GFNC) 
February 1999 
*Sun-Nat(Sunraysia FNC) 
Jan/Feb 1999 

*Field Nats News(FNCV) 


. February 1999 


*Environment Victoria News 
January/February 1999 

*Victorian Landcare 

Summer 1998 

*EPG News(Env. Prot. Group) 

January 1999 

*National Heritage(Nat.Her. Trust) 
Summer 1998/99 **Includes a list of 
community projects approved for 1998-99 


KeKKKKKK 


Seminar: Woodlands — “Islands in our 


midst”’ 


A seminar to promote better understanding of 
the ecology, conservation and management of 
woodlands in Northern Victoria, conducted by 
NRE, CMA, Parks Vic, Trust for Nature, 
Greening Australia and the City of Greater 
Bendigo 

will be held at 

The Capital Theatre, Bendigo 


Wednesday 24th March 


Keynote Speaker: Dr Denis Saunders, 
Assistant Chief, CSIRO, Division of Wildlife 
and Ecology. 


Cost: $ 30 includes lunch, morning & 
afternoon tea. 

If successful, further seminars will be 

conducted. 


For information, contact Anthony Sheean 
(5434 6374), Peter Morieson (54446777) or 
Elvyne Hogan (5435 3933), or register by 
sending the form below to 
Woodlands - “Islands in our Midst’ 
c/o Anthony Sheean 
City of Greater Bendigo 
PO Box 733, Bendigo 3552 


Registration close on 17th March. Places are 
limited. 


Registration Form for 
Woodlands — “Islands in our Midst’ 


Name 


Address ———— 


Defending the Little Desert: the rise of 
ecological consciousness in Australia by Libby 
Robin. Melbourne University Press. 1998. 203 
pages. , 


I reviewed the book last month and at the 
February meeting told those present that we 
could order copies if there was sufficient 
interest. Only 2 persons at the meeting indicated 
an interest. The prices quoted by Melbourne 
University Press are as follows: 1 to 10 copies $ 
25.00; 11 - 20 copies $ 17.50; 21 or more $ 
14.50. I am willing to order and sell to 
members if more than 10 persons want a copy. 
Members should indicate their interest by 
contacting me or placing their names on the list 
at one of the meetings in March. 


Bill Holsworth (ph. 5443 4063) 


Telephone 


Please make cheques payable to ‘City of Greater 
Bendigo’ 


February General Meeting 
Author: Sabine Wilkens 


I have always thought of the February meeting 
as a surprise, and again, it was one. Members 
bring slides along, not knowing how many there 
are altogether and whether or not there is time to 
show theirs. As a result, the atmosphere is 


always very relaxed and informal. 


We started with some slides of Rob and Glenys’ 
recent trip around the world. The selection must 
have been hard! Milford Sound, strange 
carnivorous NZ parrots, dramatic glaciers, 
Yellowstone National Park, old, old Bristlecone 
Pines, old cars, Kangaroo Rats and smiling 
Snow Geese added up to a very interesting 


teaser of what they had experienced. 


Rod Orr then showed some interesting drought 
and salt - tolerant plants he photographed in the 
Buloke Shire where he was recently engaged to 
conduct a survey of plants (rare or otherwise). 
There were many beautiful saltbushes and 
mallees, Eremophila, Dillon Bush, and the only 
recently (1989) described Melville’s Wattle. 
Although apparently a weed in this environment, 
the Ice Plant is fascinating. It is a succulent and 
looks remotely like Pigface. It is a CAM plant 
which means it possess the Crassulacean Acid 
Metabolism (named after the family of plants in 


which this was first discovered). But the Ice - 


Plant has the ability to switch from one type of 
photosynthesis to another depending on the 
environmental conditions. It can operate in the 
CAM mode, conducting an unusual type of 
photosynthesis where it only opens its stomatal 
pores at night to absorb CO. This is the most 
water-conservative way of life for plants. 
During the day when it is hot and dry, it can 


keep its stomatal pores closed since it absorbs all 
the CO, it needs at night when it is cooler and 


moister. The CO, is then stored until the 


morning, when, in the presence of light, it is 
made into sugars and other carbohydrates. This 
photosynthesis is however, expensive in terms 
of energy and if there is enough water around, it 
can switch to the ‘normal’ photosynthesis which 
costs a lot less energy but causes the plant to 
transpire more water since it absorbs the CO, 
during the day and its pores are open then. With 
such exceptional adaptability, no wonder the Ice 
Plant can become a weed in hot, dry, salty 
places like the Buloke Shire. 


It is difficult to write up a slide show but extra 
difficult when it comes to Rob and Cynthia 
Watkins’ slides. We were invited to share some 
of the moments from their recent trip to Western 
Australia. With such glorious flowers and 
fantastic wildlife (if you have the patience...) I 
was just sorry that not more people could see 
this. Rob and Cynthia stayed at some very 
interesting places and met very helpful people 
who are willing to share their knowledge and 
time — If you are planning to go to Western 
Australia do contact Rob and Cynthia for some 
tips and addresses! It was getting very late but I 
bet nobody dared to close their eyes for a second 


so as not to miss the colourful end of this 
evening. 


The Faugh-A-Ballaugh Flora Reserve 
Author: Maurice Lewis 


The Faugh-A-Ballaugh Flora Reserve is a little- 
known flora reserve located in the north-east 
corner of Diamond Hill Historic Reserve. 


Access to the Reserve is off Bellevue Road. 
There is a parking area that gives access to great 
walking tracks, which can also be used by 
people to walk their dogs and ride their horses. 
There are 2.5 km of walking tracks to Diamond 
Hill, with great views of Bendigo. 


In spring there is a wildflower walk organised 
by the Bendigo Deborah Reef Action Group as 
part of the City of Greater Bendigo’s Spring in 
the Bush. People are shown beautiful stands of 
Box-Ironbark, orchids of all colours, red and 
yellow grevillea, and, of course, Bendigo Wax 
flowers. A well-known Bendigo flora and 
native plant expert, Elaine Campbell said that 
this reserve has their best display of Bendigo 
Wax left in Bendigo. The reserve is also home 
to the Tuan and legless lizards, and many birds 
and other animals. 


The best time to see the flowers is 
August—December. People from Melbourne and 
overseas come to see the wildflowers in spring. 
They stay in motels around Bendigo, and find 
that we have reserves like this only 3 km from 
the CBD, within walking distance. 


Come and have a look at Faugh-A-Ballaugh. 
Please enjoy—don’t destroy! The bush is there 
to use—not abuse! Make sure that this area for 
us to enjoy for years to come. 


At this time of the year the bush is mainly dry 
and grey but flowers like the Purplish Beard 
Orchid, Calochilus robertsonii (above) and 
Early Nancy, Wurmbea dioica (left) will appear 
in early spring and transform the area. 


The Kalimna Bushland Heritage The map below is very unclear (probably 
Campaign reduced, enlarged and photocopied many times). 

; It is included here for those who roughly know 
the area and indicates the location of the block in 
question. The Bendigo Field Naturalists Club » 
has donated $ 250.- towards the purchase. If 
anybody wants to help in the purchase of this 
land, please use the form below (but first read 
the following page...). 


JOIN the Kalimna Park Preservation 
Committee in a Public Appeal to save 


this unique area which features: Contact Details 

@ 63 acres adjoining Kalimna park; Kalimna Park Preservation Committee, 

© Significant box-ironbark forest; 118 Lyttleton Street, Castlemaine, 3450. 
@ The oldest ironbarks in the district; Phone (03) 5472-2680. 


® Distinct bird and plant communities; 


@ Site of the Grave of the Unknown Miner. 


‘ 


YES, I would like to make a donation to help save 63 actes in the Kalimna Bushland Heritage Campaign. 
Name 
Address 
Phone No 
rane 


Please make cheques payable to the Kalimna Bushland Heritage Campaign. 
Your donation is received with thanks in trust towards the Kalimna Bushland Heritage Campaign. 


Tax deductability for all donations is currently being investigated and is likely to be available. Contributors will be advised 
this is not the case. 


Send to the Kalimna Park Preservation Committee, 118 Lyttleton Street, Castlemaine, 3450. 
Phone for further information (03) 5472-2680. : 
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Date — 1999 


10 March 


11 August 


Bendigo Field Naturalists Club Inc 
Speaker syllabus for General Meetings — February to August 1999 


Australian Zodiac — 


Aboriginal constellations 


Speaker 


John Morieson 
Lecturer, Swinburne University 
of Technology 


Linear Habitats and Squirrel 
Gliders 


Geology and 
Geomorphology of the Box- 


Ironbark Country 


Special Speaker for World 


Environment Day — 
Friday evening in place of 
Bird Meeting 


Rivers and Creeks in 
Central Victoria 


Botanical Gardens in 


Victoria 


10 


Rodney van der Ree, 
School of 
Environment, Deakin University 


Ecology and 


Neville Rosengren, 
LaTrobe University, Bendigo 


Trevor Pescott 


Greg Peters, 
North Central 
Management Authority 


Catchment 


To be determined 


John Hawker, 
Horticulturalist, Heritage Victoria 


Diary 


The General, Bird Observers Group and 
Mammal Survey Group meetings are held at the 
Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, Old 
High Street, Golden Square, unless otherwise 
indicated. 


General Meeting 


10 March, 7:30pm 
John Morieson (Swinburne University of 
Technology) will talk about Aboriginal 
constellations, “The Night Sky of the Boorong’. 
For more details, see January/February 
Whirrakee, page 13. 


14 April, 7:30pm 


Rodney van der Ree (School of Ecology and 


Environment, Deakin University) will talk about 
Linear Habitats and Squirrel Gliders. 


Bird Observers Group 
Atlassing Outing 


Sunday March 7: Whipstick, 
Myers Flat. Meet 8am corner Loddon Valley 
Highway and the Marong Road, Myers Flat 
Road, Myers Flat. 


Nerring 


Supper 

The usual arrangements for supper are as 
follows: members either bring a plate or pay $1 
for supper. This small amount is used to 
reimburse members who purchase essential 
supper supplies. 


11 


Other Events 


O’Keefe Rail Trail Opening 
The official opening of the O’Keefe Rail Trail 
will be held adjacent to Ascension College, 
Mclvor Highway, Junortoun on 


Thursday 11 March, commencing at 
10.00am. 


All members invited (see page 3 for details) 


Mammal Study Group 

24 March 1999 - Wednesday evening: Bat 
capture at Lake Weeroona picnic pavilion 
(nearest RR track) starting with BBQ tea (BYO 
everything). Mist-nets surround the pavilion and 
the bats come out at 7:50pm. Many bats have 
bands placed on them in previous years. A short 
discussion of bat biology is given for visitors. 
Everyone welcome, including children. 


VFNCA Annual Campout 

Date: Friday 5th March to Monday 8th March 

Venue: Camp Coorong and Camp 
Coolamatong are located on the Banksia 
Peninsula, on the northern side of Lake 
Victoria, Gippsland Lakes, 15 minutes 
south of Bairnsdale. 

Enquiries: Peter and Norma Garlick 

Phone/Fax (03) 51 468 241 


see January/February Whirrakee for details. 


